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PRIVATE COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS SCHOOLS, 1924-25 


This report contains the statistics of 739 private commercial and 
business schools for 1924-25, and of 20 public commercial and 
business high schools for the same year. 

There has been a considerable decrease since 1920, both in the 
number of private schools reporting and in the enrollment. For 
that year 903 institutions had an enrollment. of 336,032. For 1925 
the 739 schools had an enrollment of 188,363. While data for the 
two periods are not quite comparable, because of incomplete returns 
each time, the differences are no doubt representative of the whole 
group. The reduction in number of day pupils is about 40 per cent 
and in night pupils 51 percent. In 1920 the enrollment in 258 schools 
was 100,682, and in 1925 the same schools enrolled 85,289, a decrease 
of 15 per cent. At least 275 schools reporting in 1920 have gone 
out of business since that time. About 375 new schools sent in a 
report in 1925. | 

With the decrease in total enrollments, the enrollments in book- 
keeping, stenographic, combined bookkeeping and stenographic, 
accounting, wire telegraphic, and salesmanship courses have decreased 
also, the rates of decrease ranging from 32 per cent to 61 per cent. 
The greatest decrease is in the number taking wireless telegraphy, 
67 per cent. There is an increase of 3 per cent since 1920 in the 
number enrolled in secretarial courses. 

The 20 public commercial and business high schools enrolled 
35,120 pupils. In bookkeeping courses 12,535 were enrolled; 16,004 
in stenographic courses; 10,771 in combined courses; 969 in account- 
ing courses; 1,670 in secretarial courses; 1,015 in salesmanship 
courses; 284 in courses of business administration; and 1,726 in 
courses of instruction in the operation of computing and bookkeeping 
machines. ther public and private high schools offer commercial 
subjects, and still others have commercial departments. In 1924 
a total of 3,742 public high schools had 430,975 enrolled in com- 
mercial courses, and 740 private high schools enrolled 11,941 in 
commercial courses. In 1916 the enrollment in commercial courses 
in 2,844 public high schools was 243,185, and in 1918 it was 278,275 
in 2,953 such schools. The reduction in the number enrolled in 
private commercial and business schools can be accounted for partly 
by this increase in enrollment in commercial courses in high schools. 
Data concerning the 20 public commercial and business high schools 
are given in Tables 10 and 11 of this bulletin. 

An attempt was made to find out what the private commercial 
and business schools were doing toward the training of teachers for 
commercial subjects. Of the schools reporting, 85 were offering 
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teacher-training courses and 346 men and 1,488 women were enrolled. 
Entrance requirements for teacher-training courses and length of 
course were reported for 81 schools. Of these schools, 5 have no 
entrance requirements, 6 require a common-school education, 
69 require high-school graduation, and 1 offers courses only to 
college graduates. The average length-of course is about 12 months. 
Of the 69 schools requiring high-school graduation for entrance, 
27 have a course of less than 9 months, 23 have from 9 to 16 months, 
17 have 17 to 24 months, and 2 have 4-year courses. 

Machine-operating courses were pursued by 9,163 students in 
private commercial and business schools. These machines include 
those for computing, tabulating, posting, bookkeeping, duplicating, 
dictaphone work, addressing work, and for shorthand. 

A distribution of students by courses, and classified by sex and 
State, is given in Tables 6 and 7, and enrollments by subject in Table 
8. Table 9 gives certain details concerning the schools that reported 
in 1925. 

Table 2 gives the entrance requirements for eight of the principal 
courses offered by private commercial and business schools. In each 
course there is a large number of schools with no specified educa- 
tional requirements for entrance. The typical school requires its 
students to have completed the work of the elementary school course, 
and a number of schools require high-school graduation for entrance 
to each course. In Table 3 isa distribution of schools according to the 
amount of time required to complete the bookkeeping, stenographic, 
and combined courses. The average time in the day courses required 
to complete a bookkeeping course is 8 months, about 8 months for 
the stenographic course, and 12 months for both courses combined. 
In the night courses it takes 14 months to complete the separate 
courses and 22 months to complete the combined courses. 

The data in Table 2 indicate that 109 schools have no entrance 
requirements for the stenographic course, while 394 require graduation 
from the common schools, 8 require one year of high school, 9 require 
two years, and 58 require graduation from high school. One school 
requires one year of college for entrance to the course in salesman- 
ship, while 69 schools permit students who have graduated from an 
elementary school to enroll for the course. Other phases of the 
table reveal a wide variation in practices regarding entrance 
requirements. 

Table 3 reveals fully as wide a range of practices regarding the 
number of months required for graduation from the day and from the 
night courses. Two schools require only 2 months for graduation 
from the bookkeeping course, while two other schools require 30 
months; one requires 2 months for graduation from the stenographic 
course, while another requires 30 months. One school requires only 
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3 months to graduate from the combined stenographic and book- 
keeping course, while two schools require 30 months, or a period of 
time 10 times the length of the former. 

The following tabulation is made so that the 446 schools shown 
in Table 2 as having no educational requirements may be compared 
with a like number requiring high-school graduation for entrance in 
the matter of length of course after entrance. 


Number of months in the course 
AS 


Under 9 ae 9 to 16 months | 17 to 24 months 25 to 32 


months 
So all Caen 

igh | wy igh | x ig + High 

school | NeDe | schoot | Noze | school | N°2€ | school 
Bookkeeping -.------------------------------- 22 71 10 35 1 1 1 
Siem CLO. oo coeceenee eS See sa seees se: 43 80 12 | 28 2 il iL 
Ginnie Umea a ene ee 13 17 30 62 2 & il 
ING COMMEAN Cyire ee eee = === = -- 32 12 41 11 25 0 2 
ROTA ETB Eco one nearer eee SHS Seer ae: 48 17 61 27 4 1 0 
Salesman heen een eee 21 27 g 5) 2 0 1 
Business administration ____--.--------------- 25 7 20 5 9 0 0 
Machine operation --------------------------- 8 25 1 8 0 0 0 
pel. — ere |. at2|) 256) 182] 181 | 4 8 6 


One school with no entrance requirements has a combined course 
of from 25 to 32 weeks, and one requiring high-school graduation for 
entrance has a secretarial course of more than 33 weeks in length. 
The average length of course for those requiring high-school gradua- 
tion for entrance is a little over 10 months, while for those having no 
entrance requirements it is a little less than 9 months. 


TaBLe 1—Summary of statistics of all private commercial and business schools 
reporting, 1900 to 1925 


1910 1915 1920 1925 
a |e = 
Schools reporting 541 843 902 739 
Instructors: 

Vile 1 eee ene a ene nee nee = i 1, 736 2, 396 2, 976 1, 910 

VS STEN neacocooencmn nae] So SUE IOS STO SSeS 1, 200 1, 913 3, 189 9,195 

ARG HB | 2, soem ecoomonmee so REOSBoOsESSeseSeese5 j 2, 936 4, 309 6, 165 4,105 
Students, day and night schools: 

aan ot en 72, 887 | 94,870 | 139,551 | 68, 247 

WSO REM oa opo aca emeconoceone Hee soe eae Saeeses : 61, 891 88, 416 | 196,481 | 120, 116 

TET. ances ees aee eee ee 134, 778 | 183, 286 | 336, 082 | 188, 363 


BS ie Ee ee 
Bou mmeiniday schoals¢_.-.---2-_-2c-2--------- 70, 978 | 113, 255 | 100, 746 | 130, 431 | 214,606 | 129, 283 
eraneerein nicht schools._......2-.------_------- 18,094 | 34,205 | 34,032 | 52, 855 | 121, 496 | 59, 080 


Average attendance, day schools------------------|-------- 5 44,290 | 60,894 | 103,388 | 62, 146 
Average attendance, night schools_-----.----------|-------- 15,676 | 14,5938 | 22,670; 61,274 | 27, 032 


Total average daily attendance___-----------|-------- | 62,210 | 58,883 | 83, 564 164, 662 | 89,178 
Enrollment in schools reporting average attendance} -------- |e | Hie | ee 316, 647 | 173, 471 
Per cent of students attending daily___...-.-------|--------|--------- |_------~-|--------- 52 51 
Enrollment by courses: 

OO kee DIN ee COMESC = eae ee eee eae 50,382 | 72,804 | 47,703 | 60,801 | 106, 852 41, 717 
Srenopraphiclcourse=---2-2sesss===-—--2-=-——-- 34,505} 65,370 | 44,868 | 72, 362 | 126, 055 | 71, 173 
fee bime Ncourse 9. 2-252 ------------|-=----=- pee 8 | 17,720 | 38,291 | 53,430 | 31, 669 
Telegraphic (wire) course --------------------- 1,319 | 3, 928 | 094 3, 059 2, 804 1, 403 
Telegraphic (wireless) course------------------!-------- nae iy Spee a | ee 2, 384 17 

Pe femme y I ee 8 nn nl = = = =| ne naan } 11, 889 6, 661 
on as Be eee |) eee ee | See es | Peres tise | 93,073 | 23, 832 


pe ocatonship 2. .....-.-2---------2-----4-<-4 — etic. | Samii to ee | 15,167 | 10, 233 
} ] ! 
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TABLE 2.—Entrance requirements of private commercial and business schools, 
according to course of study 


No en-| Com- 


on One | Two | High- 
trance | pletion 


year of | years of| school 


Course require-| of sixth ee high high grad- aaile of 
Ment | grade Ne school | school } uate Be 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Bookkeeping. 22-02 2... ee 107 1 385 6 9 34 | .2ceee 
Stenosraphicz. 2-2... 52... 109 1 394 8 9 98) ]-- 02s 
Combined i etesekn. 200 2 ee SSE 2... Se N 306 5 5 46) |... 
ACCOUNLANC y= ene 2 oo er oe oe Ay Eee (ONG es 2 LOOM 2 =_ =e 
SOCIELAM AIS. eeeea seas). a oe 45 1 148 1 6 114 |... 2a 
DSalesmmansh pees eeemmeee fo. 2. Sanne | APS, | eee! 69 1 3 31 1 
Business administration........---.---------- 12 0. . 2 29) || eee a 1 |. 
Machine operatinges= sesso.) ann Sou ee el (5) | ae 3 > |<. 
SN Otel 2 Sees eee. ne eee eee | 446 | 3 1,477 Al 38 | 446 1 


TABLE 3, — Distribution of private commercial schools according to number of months 
required for graduation, 1924-25 


Schools offering day courses | Schools offering night courses 


Months required for graduation ‘ 
Book- | Steno- Com- Book- | Steno- Com- 
keeping | graphic bined keeping ; graphic bined 


1 2 3 4 i] 6 7 
Dee eae ae re ae ae or 2 Te eS ie ae ae Ll). ee 
tS ny See Mite se I 10 15 te) eee ees ME er 
Ci ereneree  d 24 15 al 5 3 |... ae 
Be ga eee. 25 22 6 2 6 yy... ee 
Gua sh Shas eee ne ee ce. 119 134 12 13 9 3 
| rs. ee 52 61 | 6 7 6 1 
SOR isl se. ees 99 116 pal 19 20 J 
RE eat ee LE 76 64 | 32 13 12 | 4 
Le sie. ee). eee 64 40 | 58 95 31 4 
se oe ck oe ee ole eee 4 i 2 2 
1, ase. ee Se ae 27 11 | 132 93 90 19 
i eee... See oes 1 il | 5 | aes. ee eee 2 
4 ee ore nt Dee ee 23 15 13 ai 
thst 2 ee. ee ee 4 4 38 ol 24 i 
loin re ee eee 1 eee | ee | 9 17 15 5 
Vion oe ee, pre. ae. 1 2 iL 
if, eee ee ame 8 6 26 | 41 38 22 
D0 ee ees ee ee ae 5 5 10 | vA 16 18 
yy aes = mE HE ee. 4 i, Loe | eee il 
) a See nen Ie & il il 5 25 20 58 
7) ee eg cee | |) Cee my | ft 2 ee et ee! A ee ed Lea cesoaced 2 
DG oo oe ee ee Sea 2 eee ae ee 1 
DT ce wo she ee | eee | | 4 2 3 
i ee mes AE i ee 1 1 4 
BOS 2 ee eS = Oe. ren, 2 2 1 2 AIR (aoe ete 5 17 
$2 2-22 en as ne ee oe ee I) See ee ee ee eer 1 
94.00 See ee ED) eee a ees ea on il 
36 nee ee Pe, Cn a) ee ee Tal Ease 9 
AO oo re ts arn he a ee ee Se Ue ee eres 2 eee 8) ae eee | ee | 4 
4B occ eee ae ee cee oe ee ee | Bee 32 eo ee eee re ae a eee 4 
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TaBLE 4.—Instructors, students, and attendance in all private commercial and 
business schools reporting in 1924-25 


Instructors Students enrolled Enroll- 


Aver- | schools 
age | report- 
daily ing 
1] attend-| aver- 
age 
daily 
attend- 
ance 


State report- 


ing Men jWomen} Total | Men |Women) Tota 


eee ————— Oe ee ee 


8 9 10 


Continental United States_ 739 120, 116 }188, 363 | 89,178 | 173, 471 


NEE eee 8 1, 599 596 1, 589 
INGACTIONS......555 = er 4 203 531 
TAGRANSASG) 2. 22-2 Ae ia 967 458 967 
Walitanninmeee-. 2-2 kee 45 11,294 | 4,490; 10,885 
WOlOTHM OM eee eso scc ese iS 4,861 | 1,599 4, 002 
Wonnecticut=.-----.-.------- 20 69 68 137 4,468 | 2,558 3, 987 
DWelawaremee..__8.___._-__.- 2 a 3 10 126 Sp 126 
District of Columbia-_-_._._-. 4 51 30 81 O09 |; 1, Gil 2, 984 
ISLS... 5 eer See 16 27 2, 352 678 2, 352 
(Geonpiaemee: 8. tose 8 20 21 41 2,255 | 1,064 2,255 
dan Oeeee ee case 3 3 5 8 286 193 286 
inogisteeeeeeee SL 57 158 177 335 18,294 | 6,773 | 138,841 
imelaana eee. ee 31 60 68 128 7,103 | 3,028 6, 836 
Own Sees. ee Op 47 67 114 5, 111 2, 465 4, 877 
LRGNORE Se 18 33 53 86 4,628 | 1,469 3, 452 
eMGUCKY. —- 0-2 c5--cea-u en 13 29 44 73 3,205 | 1,748 3, 205 
(ouisiana.. 5 -.-.5.---- 6 9 23 33 56 3,254 | 1,460 3, 200 
IMIGTING. ease 8 7 24 31 707 378 614 
INtanylandiee 225. .252....2 5 58 12 70 i alley 447 703 
Massachusetts__........-.__- 29 100 116 216 6,991 | 4,361 6, 991 
iO 16 33 24 57 3,041 | 1,492 3, 041 
Minmesotale......-.-..-.-.-- 7 44 53 97 4, 833 2, 673 4, 732 
IMGESISS 0) 0)| a ee 6 7 9 16 412 182 412 
IND REO 42, 5 ae eee oe 16 70 61 131 7, 576 3, 580 7, 361 
NIOntAn AMEE. 22 ee 6 16 13 29 2,181 782 2, 181 
iNebyaskawes. 905. co 8 9 21 27 48 1, 617 999 1, 617 
New Hampshire...._...-_._- 2 4 8 12 245 185 
New Jersey_....---.-_-----_- 23 54 65 119 5, 700 | 2,888 5, 462 
iNew Mexico. §._.....-...... x 4 5 9 478 115 
IWew: WOrK...._-.-...<------ 83 191 311 502 20,740 | 11,064 | 19,3387 
North Carolina___-_-_-_.__.- eS 5 8 13 560 296 560 
North Dakota____._-_-.-_-_- 4 4 4 234 66 153 
(QO), pate 44 136 124 260 12, 468 6, 212 11, 140 
Okiahomaeee...- 2. sccc-e cs 16 33 36 69 4, 986 2, 086 4, 986 
WRC ONM eee oe le 6 13 23 36 2,597 | 1,095 2, 597 
Rennsyivaniaeees.. 2222. _..- 83 162 183 345 14,092 | 8,909 | 18,962 
Rhodessland........----.283 a 38 801 455 623 
South Carolina.._..-.-_-.-_- 6 12 468 256 468 
SOULMMD AKOLAs 28s) oe. oe 4 19 986 438 986 
Tennessee. _--_--._---_-------- 15 50 2, 244 1, 229 2, 244 
W334 30 136 7,505 | 2,961 6, 780 
(ORG 3 23 1, 399 143 3 
in cimiqemeencess | eee 8 8 32 1, 464 723 1, 354 
WWiashington....._....2-._._- 15 98 4,690 | 1,583 4, 633 
Wiestavirginia_._........._.. 12 48 : | 1,177 1, 761 
WWASGOMSIN== =| 522 2. eee 16 70 2,621 | 1,818 2, 406 
Wey Omiing =. 2...._...8e.___2 1 2 56 35 | 56 

Outlying possessions | 

} 

SIP Ngo 3 18 322 195 322 
Philippine Islands________--_- 5 25 1, 603 1, 334 1, 593 
IROrLOpRAICOE=-__._._.---.-...- 7 21 


551 381 | 402 
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TaBLe 5.—Students in day and night courses and average daily attendance in all 
private commercial and business schools reporting in 1924-25 


State 


Continental United States-_-_-- 


Kentuckyawe.._ Ses eee 
Louisiana 
MI SI TC = 2a oo eee ememee, _ w 
Many land@=s2eeusosss= een Su 
Massachusetts___...........----_- 


Michi oan. _ aan 
VIM ESO Lanse eens oan! 
Mississippi 
Missouri 


Webraskiee aaa ee. el 
iNewakliampshire ===. === ae 
New Jersey. ....-___--...--------4 
New Mexico 


Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 


VATE ees eee eee = Sef 
WViashinp conse. = sameeren ee 
SVVIES Up VALE 1111 5 een eee mr 
NVASCOM Sia eens aa ks 
Wyoming 


Outlying possessions 


Philippine Islands____.-.._____.-- 
Porto Rieo 


Schools reporting 


721 


Average daily 


| i 


= | Schools reporting 


attendance 
ao 
oe ee ee 
are 
a ea ee 
3) o 17) 
17) ol aS 
|} ci is 
a S a 
Els] é 
ep dln || 
11 {| 12] 13 


8 491) 7 105 
3) 174 «2. 27 
71 408 3 53 
3,354 36] 1,136 
11, 1,115 11] 484 
19} 1,292 18) 1,266 
ony 2 30 
433, 3) : 1,318 
524 8 154 
897, 6 167 
3 «148 J 45 
37| 4,332 34 2,441 
30) 2,385 24 643 
20, 2,175 12 290 
17, 1,301 168 
11) 1,479 1 264 
8 905 7 555 
7) 356 3 22 
41 227 4 2920 
29) 2, af 25 1,796 
16 1,081 4 411 
16 2,048 -11) 625 
5 1299 § 53 
14 2,690 10 890 
6 529 6 253 
d a 6 128 
2 108 2 77 
20, 1,487, 20 1,401 
1 7H) (l 40 
a 7,426, 63, 3, 638 
5 268 4 oS 
3 56 1 10 
39) 4,232 36 1,980 
16} 1,831) 10 255 
6 718 6 377 
50} 5,313 45 3, 596 
a) “27a ane? 
a a7 ra) es 
4 400s 16 
14| 1,032 10| 197 
| 
26 2,497, 16} 464 
2 ) 2 51 
6 6611) «= 4] 12 
14 1,137) 12) 416 
il oy 8] 239 
15 1, = 10} 260 
1 2 
1 15 
7 133) 2 62 
4 939 31 395 
5 6264) «= 5B} «117 


Day courses Night courses 
Students ey Students 
ae 
3 
[oy 
g 
fe 7) qd 
og = ra) 2) taal 
| q s S d I a 
3) (fe) oS q 5) ° S 
Ss eH |jo| ee | F | & 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
41, 870)87, 413/129, 283 
— wee 
337, 936 1,273} 7 140 186 326 
106 411 517, 3 25 46 71 
264, 602) 866) 3 47, 54,101 
2,172 5,877| 8,049] 38) 1,548) 1,697| 3, 245 
936, 2,182 3,118 4 1, BF 721) 1,743 
493 1,424 1,917 19 1,097 1,454 2,551 
1, 84 581 2 30 38, «68 
339 «6 948 3 1,513 518 2,031 
545 1,088 1,633 8 384 335 719 
=) 1, 088 1, fi 6 146 1 326 
74 4 226, 3 21 39 60 
4,262 6,862 11,124) 50) 3,293 3,877 7,170 
1,961 3,528] 5,489) 27 684 930 1,614 
1,683 2,660, 4,343 14, 295 473, 768 
1,577, 2, 535) 4, 112 9 203 “ 516 
| 
1,020 1,697/ 2,717| 10 167, 321) 488 
806 1,175} 1,981} 8 964 309 1,273 
154, 505 659, 3 166 32 «= 48) 
191 260) 451) 5 652 194 846 
1, 4 2,841] 4,104 25) 1, “] 1,744 2, =i 
| j 
515 1,403) 1,918} 12] 591) 532 1,123 
1,484 2,204) 3,688) 12) 466 679 1,145 
94 237 329) 5 43 40 83 
2,409 3,744) 6,153 1 71) 712) 1,423 
470, 1,050, 1, a 6 a 279, et 
487 902 1,389 6 83 | 228, 
sq 4, 1380) m5) 9 
600, 2, 237) 2,837) 23 1,054 1,809 2, 863 
80} 254 3344 2 43 101) 144 
2, 904 10, 824, 13, 728 i 2, 314 at 7,012 
| 
128 360 866488 4 «291 0 «648) - «72 
72) 137 209, 2 23 25 
2,151) 5,697} 7,848! 39) 1,974) 2,646 4, 620, 
1, 539) 2,823, 4,362, 10/ 222) 402 624 
420) 1,367, 1,787, 6 275 y 810 
2, 657] 5, oa 8,193, 46) 2,373] 3, 526 5,899 
75 306 381) 5 169] 251) 420 
90-238) 328 4 47| 93 140 
417} 542 959 2 9 18 27 
507} 1,373} 1,880, 10) 115 249 4 
2, 633| 3,628 6,261 19} 524 720 1,244 
197, 66! 857, 3} «198, «344 4D 
467, 806 1,273, 4 81, 110 191 
1,099 2,150 3,249 13; 861 580 1,441) 
467 916 1,383, 10, 22% 397, 621) 
805 1,454 2,257 10) 127) 237) 364 
1g), a3 23 YW 13 18 2g 
26 oil 139 2, 179 4 183 
917} 248 1,165 3 364 74. = 438 
173 237 410 7 81 60 141 
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TaBLe 8.—Total number of students pursuing certain subjects in private commercial 
and business schools in 1924-25 
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